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New beginnings,
evolving ends
A MESSAGE FROM DEAN LEHMAN
Beginnings are the best
times to think about
ends. At the University of
Michigan Law School,
three ends are sometimes
said to define our
mission: preparing
students for professional
life, disseminating
research that deepens
human understanding of
law and legal institutions,
and serving the public
good. Now, as I begin my
deanship, I would like to
claim this space at the
front of Law Quadrangle
Notes, and devote it to a
discussion of the first
end: What does it mean
to prepare students for
the practice of law?
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Dean Lehman celebrates his appointment with faculty.

That question, central to our institutional life, is no more answerable than
many other truly important questions.
But it is no less worthy of our engagement. Every three months, I will write a
column designed to stimulate reflection
about what the practice of law is becoming. And, more precisely, about how our
Law School can best serve the next
generation of attorneys to claim the
distinction of having been educated at
Michigan.
Over the course of the next five years,
I will elaborate five distinct themes, one
during each year. Each theme will be a
character trait: a trait that is shared by the
most outstanding attorneys, a trait that
should mark the next generation of
Michigan graduates. I will use various
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fora during each year to explore alternative understandings of that year's theme.
I will invite discussion of how Michigan
can best help its students to cultivate the
trait in question, and whether and how
we might exemplify that trait through our
institutional conduct.
The character trait I will be stressing
during the 1994-95 academic year is the
outstanding attorney's commitment to
continuous intellectual growth and
renewal. I began to invite consideration
of that commitment when I had the
privilege of speaking with our European
alumni at a reunion in June.

Journal of Gender and Law debuts

[Editor's note: Excerpts from Dean
Lehman's Florence remarks may be
found on p . 22.] I will have more to say
as the year progresses.
While we are engaging that first
theme, I would also welcome your
participation in my selection of themes
for the next four years. The underlying
questions are: "What other character
traits most distinguish an excellent
attorney? What dispositions of temperament, what habits of mind are shared by
our most admirable colleagues at the
bar?" I have my own tentative list of
candidates, but I will keep it private for
now, so as not to stifle your imagination.
If you are so moved, please drop me a
note with your ideas.
Our alumni from the class of 1949 can
well attest to the fact that the practice of
law can be a source of virtually unlimited
satisfaction. We must work today to
ensure that members of the class of 1999
enjoy the same opportunities for satisfaction, and are as able to trace that satisfaction back to its Michigan beginnings.
Considering, debating, and clarifying the
linkage between evolving ends and new
beginnings is perhaps the most important
way for us at the Law School to fulfill our
own institutional commitment to continuous growth and renewal.

The first volume of the new
Michigan Journal of Gender and Law
now is available. The journal is a
forum for exploring how gender issues
and the related issues of race, class,
sexual orientation, and culture affect
the lives of men and women.
Volume 1 contains proceedings of
the journal-sponsored symposium
entitled "Prostitution: From Academia
to Activism," held in October 1992 at
the Law School. The symposium
began with the assumption that
existing criminal law is an inadequate
approach to the problems related to
prostitution. The event brought
together activists, practicing attorneys,
legal scholars, and students to share
and develop alternate means for
dealing with prostittltion.
The journal presents ten papers that
explore prostitution in the light of
both practical and theoretical perspectives such as male supremacy, civil
rights, pimping, feminist politics,
racism and sexism, and abuse.
Included are articles by Michigan
Law Professor Catharine MacKinnon
and Margaret Baldwin, associate
professor at the University of Florida
College of Law, and contributions by
several feminist activists - Andrea
Dworkin, Evelina Giobbe, John
Stoltenberg, Vednita Nelson and Susan
Hunter. "What's interesting about this
first issue is that we were able to
include so many people who are not
law professors," commented the
journal's production manager, Stacey
Mufson. She said that because of their
extensive knowledge and direct
involvement with prostitution issues,
their articles offer a fresh, compelling
perspective.
Dorchen A. Leidholdt, a New York
City Legal Aid Society lawyer and
founder of Women Against Pornography, contributed an amicus brief

which argued that pimping and
pornography are sexual harassment.
An appellate brief by Ann Arbor
attorney Lore A. Rogers, JD. '83,
challenges the constitutionality of an
Ypsilanti solicitation statute. The
issue's article, "An Imperfect Remedy
for Imperfect Violence: The Construction of Civil Rights in the Violence
Against Women Act," was written by
first-year law student David Frazee.
The journal, produced by a nonhierarchical set of committees instead
of traditional editors, will publish the
views of legal scholars, social scientists, practitioners, students and
others. Submissions are welcome.
The next issue is due out in September.

Copies of the journal are
$12 for individuals and $20
for all others. They may be
obtained by contacting the
business manager at the
Michigan Joumal of Gender
and Law, University of
Michigan Law School,
Hutchins Hall, Ann Arbor,
MI, 48109-1215.
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Stories of

Senior

Day

Senior Day 1994
was storytelling time.
The Class of '94 heard
stories of the Law
School experience
behind them and tales
from great literature
to prepare them
for life ahead.

4

The May 14 ceremony
honored 299 candidates for
juris doctor degrees and 4 2
who earned master of laws or
master of comparative laws
degrees. Some of the December 1993 graduates also were
on hand to cross the stage at ·•
Hill Auditorium and collect a
certificate of membership in
the Lawyer's Club.
Heather Gerken, who was
selected to address her
classmates, summed up the
Law School experience in
terms of the stories graduates
could tell. Some were stories
of shared experiences, like
"this extraordinary moment
when we become lawyers,"
and "the peculiar method of
teaching us law by asking us
questions and never giving us
the answers." On the other
hand, she pointed out, each
graduate would carry away
individual memories of the
experiences closest to the
heart. 'There are 300 different
stories, defining moments that
were unique to each of us."
Gerken, the editor-in-chief
of the Michigan Law Review
and the winner of the Bates
Award, the highest honor
bestowed by the faculty,
focused on stories because
lawyers are storytellers.
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'They stand up in court to tell
someone else's story. If there
is nobility in our profession, it
lies in our storytelling ability,
our power to make others
listen to stories of everyday
people. Sometimes, something
extraordinary can happen,
like telling the story of a
minority child in school in a
way that makes a white jury
do the right thing."
As he has in the past,
departing Dean Lee Bollinger
turned to stories of great
authors like Virginia Woolf,
George Orwell, and Anton
Chekov to illuminate his
advice to graduates. In
preparing his last Michigan
Senior Day speech, he found
himself drawn back to the
themes that concerned him in
past speeches, so he treated
graduates to a sort of "best of
Bollinger" review. Concerned
as always with their mental
and emotional health in the

future, he focused on central
questions they will face:
"What is a good, meaningful
life for you? What do you need
to watch out for? What
inclinations do you have that
are dangerous to you? What
precautions can you take to
avoid them?"
To avoid the dangers of
modern life, he advised
graduates to:
• practice the capacity to
become, like Woolf, "breathless
before Shakespeare" by
maintaining regular contact
with great achievement;
• avoid the trap of not doing
anything if you can't do it
perfectly. "Engage in a little
wildness. Learn to play a
musical instrument, learn a
language; do something in
which you will always be a
novice;"

BRIEFS

Law School Student Senate President
Roopal Shah presents a memento to
the "a-maizing person who runs the
Law School."

Heather Gerken, telling stories

• avoid becoming so immersed in your profession
that, as in the example of the
butler in Kazuo Ishiguro's
novel The Remains of the Day,
it becomes impossible to have
human relationships;
• make general observations
from what you read, see and
do, and learn from all you
experience;

• keep careful watch for what
you don't understand and
make an effort to figure it out;
• develop an aptitude for
being puzzled, for being
openly stupid - something
heretofore avoided.

In conclusion, he noted,
"One of the things we have
seen in this class that we
admire the most is a new
sense of idealism mixed with
pragmatism. That's the best
kind of idealism; you have
made us proud and more
hopeful."
Law School Student Senate
President Roopal Shah voiced
similar sentiments. "Each and
every one of you have contributed something special to the
Law School ,"the second-year
student told graduates. 'Thank
you ever so much for leaving
behind a richer Law School."
To Bollinger, "this year's
key graduate," Shah presented
two gifts. Because he is known
for "polishing the rough edges

of Law School" with events
like the Reading Room
concerts and the Bollinger
Fun Run, the class gave him
bookends bedecked with
running shoes. One bears a
plaque that reads, "It takes an
a-maize-ing person to run the
Law School, with special
thanks to Lee C. Bollinger."
Because Bollinger rarely
passed anyone in the hall
without a kind word and a
smile, Shah said, "We'd like to
give that back, in the form of
a class photo. You can hang
this above your desk at
Dartmouth, and if you ever
need a kind smile or a wave,
just look up."
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Sachs gift supports campaign
Theodore Sachs, JD. '51,
and his wife Joan have pledged
a gift of $100,000 to the Law
School.
The gift is designated for
endowment with unrestricted
use of the income. "I've been
chair of the Committee of
Visitors for many years, and
I've heard a succession of
deans say time and time again
that the unrestricted gifts
available for discretionary use
are the most helpful," Sachs
said. 'Tm confident our gift
will be put to good use."
Sachs said he made the gift
at this time because he was
impressed with the Law School
Campaign's cause - in the
words of former Dean Lee
Bollinger, to "shore up the
foundation and raise the roof
of the intellectual house" of the
Law School.
An honors student, Sachs
was editor-in-chief of the
Michigan Law Review. Today, he
is the senior member and
president of the firm of Sachs,
Waldman, O'Hare, Helveston,
Hodges & Barnes, P.C. in
Detroit. He also is general
counsel for the AFL-CIO of
Michigan and general counsel
of the Michigan Democratic
Party. He is widely known and
respected for his practice in
labor and constitutional law.
He authored Michigan's basic
labor relations codes and its ·
binding arbitration law for
police and firemen, and has
successfully argued several
cases in the U.S. Supreme
Court.
The gift is only the latest of
the Sachs family's contributions to the life of the Law
School.
Sachs has been a guest
lecturer on several occasions.
An active member of the
6

Committee of Visitors since
1964, he has chaired the group
since 1979. Joan, who did
undergraduate work at the
University, also is a frequent
participant in Law School
events. Their daughter Andrea,
who earned a Michigan law

degree in 1978, now is a law
and Supreme Court reporter at
Time magazine. She has returned to speak and has written
articles for Law Quadrangle
Notes. The Sachs' son, Jeffrey,
the Galen L. Stone Professor of
International Trade at Harvard

University who has advised
former Communist nations in
their transitions to freemarket economies, will
deliver the Law School's 3 7th
William W. Cook Lectures on
American Institutions in early
1995.

Student wins a seat in South African elections
While law student Firoz
Cachalia prepared for final
exams in April, his mind was
often on a bigger test - the
first all-race elections back
home in South Africa.
Cachalia, a student in the
master of laws program, was a
candidate on the African
National Congress ballot in
South Africa's historic elections. As a long-time ANC
member, his name was placed
on the list of candidates for
both regional and national
legislatures in his absence.
He watched the powerful
drama of justice in action
from afar, waiting to see
whether he'd win a role in
reshaping his country.
Even an ocean away,
however, Cachalia took part
in the election. He and other
South Africans on campus
travelled to Cincinnati to cast
their ballot at one of several
voting centers set up in the
United States. In contrast to
American candidates who
eagerly seek media coverage,
Cachalia barely had time to
talk to the reporters who
interrupted his studies seeking
interviews. By the time he
flew home in early May with
his degree, the votes were
counted and he had won a
seat in the 86-member
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Firoz Cachalia

regional legislature of
Pretoria-WitswatersrandVereenining Province.
In the elections, South
Africans cast votes for political
parties, not individuals. The
parties won seats in the 400member National Assembly
and in nine regional legislatures based on their a share of
the total vote. Cachalia, a 35year-old Johannesburg lawyer,
was 18th on the AN C's
regional candidate list; he was
confident that the ANC would
win the 21 percent of the vote
necessary for him to earn a
regional seat. He ranked 140
on the ANC's list of 200
regional representatives to the
National Assembly. The ANC
fell short of the 70 percent
vote total needed to win a
national seat for him.

"'

He told reporters in April
that he hoped the elections
would "make it possible for us
to address real problems in
our country through legitimate institutions without
violence." Now in his new
legislative role, he reports that
he is quite busy attending
meetings. He hopes to assist
in the work of drafting a
permanent constitution.
Cachalia was born in South
Africa but is of Indian descent.
Describing himself as "an
ANC person down to the very
last bone of my body," he
stressed the party has strong
roots among all people who
oppose apartheid as immoral.
"Basic human rights are not a
question of color or race," he
told the Ann Arbor News. He
added that the election is
something that people of all
races worked for. "We're now
being acknowledged as
equals, liberating our country
and establishing a society
based on the equality of
citizens," he said.

- The Ann Arbor News
and the U-M's South Africa

Initiative Factsheet
contributed to this report.
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Tatel nominated for federal judgeship
President Clinton has
nominated David Tatel to the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia. Tatel
was an instructor with the
Law School's Legal Writing
Program in 1966-67.
If approved, Tatel will fill
the vacancy left when Ruth
Bader Ginsburg was elevated
to the Supreme Court last
year.
Known as a top-notch
litigator with long experience
in civil rights work, Tatel now
heads the education section at
the law firm of Hogan &
Hartson in Washington. In
announcing the appointment,
Clinton hailed his "extraordinary record of dedication" and
"lifelong commitment to
protecting and preserving the
rights of all Americans."
He earned his bachelor's
degree in political science at
the U-M in 1963 and his law
degree at the University of
Chicago. He first handled civil
rights cases as an associate at
Sidley & Austin of Chicago
from 1967-69. He was
director of the National
Lawyer's Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law for two
years before joining Hogan &
Hanson's Community Service
Department in 1974. From

1977-79, he was the director
of the Office of Civil Rights in
the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare. In
this role, he headed the Carter
Administration's efforts to
revitalize civil rights law
enforcement. Since returning
to his firm in 1979, he has
handled civil rights, constitutional law and federal regulatory issues for colleges,
universities and school
districts. He is noted for
developing a voluntary
interdistrict integration plan
that made it possible for the
St. Louis school system to
comply with a desegregation
order.
Professor Doug Kahn, who
with Professor Thomas
Kauper hired Tatel at the Law
School and has followed his
career ever since, speaks
highly of him as a lawyer and
a person: "He's a genuinely
fine human being. He has a
brilliant record, an analytical
mind, and a gentle personality. Both as an administrator
and a lawyer, he has a reputation as a facilitator. He tries to
work out conflicts to the
satisfaction of all parties so
that litigation can be avoided."
Tatel lost his eyesight 20
years ago to a degenerative
disease called retinitis
pigmentosa. He handles his
practice with the help of aides
who read documents to him
or to a tape recorder for his
listening later, and takes notes
on a Braille computer. He
downplays his blindness,

David Tatel

PHOTO BY GAYLE KRUGHOFF - LEGAL TIMES

which doesn't slow him up
much; he has run marathons
and skis, sails, and hikes. just
after his appointment was
announced, he told LQN he
was off on a trip to Alaska
with his family . Colleagues at
his firm say that he's considered a brilliant, successful
lawyer, not a blind one. His
strong record is expected to
win him easy confirmation in
the late summer or fall .

CORRECTION

Identities of Howard Simon,
executive director of the
- The Legal Times and American Civil Liberties Union
The Washington Post of Michigan, and Kenneth Starr,
contributed to this report. farmer U.S. solicitor general,
were reversed in a photograph
of their debate over religion in
schools that appeared in the
LQN summer issue. Simon was
shown on the left and Starr on
the right. LQN regrets the
transposition.
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Family gift boosts McCree Professorship
A generous family gift has
brought the Wade McCree Jr.
Collegiate Professorship closer
to its endowment goal.
McCree's <laugher and son-inlaw, Kathleen McCree Lewis
and David Baker Lewis of
Detroit, have pledged
$100,000 to the professorship.
The chair, established after
McCree's death in 1987, is
believed to be the first
collegiate professorship at a
major law school to honor an
African American.
Judge McCree was part of
the generation that brought
Black lawyers into successful
participation in all branches of
the legal profession. A
graduate of Fisk University
and Harvard Law School, he
was the second African
American to be named to the
federal judiciary and the third
to reach federal appellate
court. In 23 years on the
bench, he served as judge of
Wayne County Circuit Court,
the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Michigan,
and the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit.
He served as U.S. solicitor
general for four years before
joining the Michigan Law
School faculty in 1981 as the
Lewis M. Simes Professor of
Law. He brought a wealth of
experience to his courses:
Trial Practice, Constitutional
Law, Lawyers and Clients, and
Supreme Court Advocacy.
Professor David Chambers,
who holds the McCree chair
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and co-taught Lawyers and
Clients, has said of the judge,
"He relied in large part on
bringing into the classroom
stories from his own experience, bringing the students
into his story and getting
them to think through with
him the way the problem
ought to be handled. He
would be pleased and proud
that it was as teacher that he
was going to be remembered.
I think he had a real pleasure
in this role, even though it
absorbed only a small portion
of his total life."
The Lewises' gift not only
honors Judge McCree and his
contributions to the Law
School and the legal profession, but it also shows
significant African American
investment in the future of
legal education.
To date , nearly 300 donors
have contributed to the
McCree fund . That includes
gifts from Chicago area
alumni who have celebrated
the late professor's accomplishments at luncheons in
1992 and 1993, and reunion
giving from the Classes of
1940 and 1957. Last year an
anonymous $75,000 gift and
a generous donation from a
friend of McCree's boosted the
fund . The Lewises' gift brings
the McCree fund to more than
60 percent of its goal."We
hope that our gift will lead
others to support the professorship to the point whee it is
fully funded, and bring
additional success to the Law
School Campaign in general,"
they said.
McCree's family has further
enriched the Law School.
Since 1988, his wife, Dores,
has assisted with minority
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recruitment, placement and
alumni activities as a student
services associate. Kathleen
McCree Lewis, a 1973 Law
School graduate who also
holds a bachelor's degree from
the U-M, is a partner at
Dykema Gossett in Detroit.
She was recently honored for
her pro bona work there. Her
husband, David Baker Lewis,
].D. '70, represents the third
generation of his family to
earn a Michigan law degree.
He is chairman of the board of
Lewis, White & Clay, P.C.,

NANETTE LA CROSS,

one of the top Black-owned
law firms in the nation, where
he practices in the areas of
municipal finance and bond
law. Both Lewises are members of the Law School's
Detroit Major Gifts Committee.

Anyone interested in
contributing to the McCree
Collegiate Professorship
may contact Development
and Alumni Relations at
721 S. State St., Ann Arbor,
MI 48109-1215 or at
(313) 998-7970.

1957--1994

Nannette La Cross, a former student supervisor with the
Family Law Project, was dedicated to helping women and
children victimized by domestic violence. As a private attorney
and an active community volunteer, she did all she could to
win respect for women in the legal process and help her
clients rebuild their lives.
La Cross, 37, was found dead in her Ann Arbor home
May 20.
At the Family Law Project, La Cross was both a dedicated
teacher and a strong advocate for the project's clients.
Professor Suellyn Scarnecchia recalled: "She took great personal
interest in helping women move beyond their legal cases, to
building new lives for themselves. She was a much-loved
teacher. Students became very loyal to her right away and felt
that she would do whatever possible to help clients, but also
teach them in the process."
La Cross left the Family Law Project to go into private
practice. She also volunteered for Catholic Social Services and
served as program chairwoman for the Soundings Center for
Women. Lin Orrin, executive director of Soundings, described
La Cross as a "really energetic and caring person" who worked
to expand programs for women at the center.
Funeral services for La Cross were held in her hometown of
Davison, Michigan. A memorial service was held at the
Michigan League May 27. A scholarship will be established in
her name at Soundings.
Memorial contributions
may be directed to
Soundings Center for Women,
1100 N. Main St.,
Ann Arbor, MI 48104.
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